· Main Compilers and their Activities:
· Imam Bukhari:
He was a very learned scholar of his times. He was the first to conceive the idea of compiling authentic Hadith. Within 6 years, he had mastered all traditions available to him. He sifted through 6,00,000 and chose only the 7397 authentic ones for his compilation. His book, called the Sahih Bukharo has Hadith divided into 97 chapters.
· Imam Muslim:
In his Musannaf collection, he has compiled 12,000 Hadith from about 1/3rd of  a million available so as to ensure that only the most authentic ones are included.
· Abu Daud:
He made a series of journeys to meet the foremost traditionists and acquire Hadith. From a range of 5 lakhs, he chose 4800 of the most reliable ones to include in his Sunan.
· Imam Tirmizi:
He was a pupil of Abu Daud, and like his mentor, he too travelled a great distance in search of authentic Hadith. His work has been accepted by many jurists as the basis of Islamic Law because of the strict measures he adopted while checking the authenticity of Hadith.
· Imam Nasai:
He was widely recognized as a leading traditionists and travelled great distances to collect authentic Hadith for his Sunan.
· Imam Ibn Majah:
He visited important centres of learning and compiled a Musannaf Collection containing 4000 traditions.
· Muhammad bin Yaqub al-Kaluni:
He was a Shia scholar who died in 328 AH. His collection is called “Sufficient in the Science of Religion”.
· Muhammad Babuya:
This Shia scholar who passed away in 381 AH wrote a book titled “He Who Has No Legal Expert Present”.
· Muhammad al – Tusi:
He, too, was a Shia scholar who wrote “The Revision of Judgment” and “The Perspective”.
· Methods Based on Examination of isnad and matn of a Hadith to test its Reliability:
There were certain rules regarding the checking of authenticity of Hadith. These rules were made by Imam Bukahri and his contemporaries since the heavy influx of Hadith made it difficult to determine which Hadith was authentic and which was not. They travelled great distances in search of transmitters and rejected the sayings of those who were not pious. Once, Imam Bukahri had travelled very far to get a Hadith. When he reached there, he saw the narrator was calling his camel towards himself by showing an empty basket of food as if there was food in it. Imam Bukahri returned without even taking the Hadith because he thought if this man could lie to his camel, he could also lie to me. Such was the level of piousness that these compilers sought in their narrators. They devised a fix criterion for both the Isnad and Matn of a Hadith.
The rules of Matn are as follows:
i. The Hadith should not go against the teachings of Quran, other authentic Hadith and common sense
ii. It should not give praise to any individual, location or tribe
iii. It should not contain precise details of events which took place after Prophet’s death
iv. It should not contain expressions which are out of keeping of what the Prophet might be expected to use.
v. It should be free from minute defects such as errors in date
vi. It should not contain any remarks regarding the Prophet hood of the Prophet
vii. It should not begin with general phrases such as ‘we used to...’
The rules of Isnad are as follows:
i. It must be unbroken 
ii. The first person in the chain must know the Prophet directly
iii. The transmitters must know the ones before and after them
iv. There shouldn’t be any hidden defects like names being repeated or misspellings
v. There should be no muslims in chain
vi. There should not be a large age difference between two narrators
vii. Any public event must have at least 2 chains of narrators
The rules for checking individual narrators are as follows:
i. He must be of firm faith and honest
ii. He must be known for his truthfulness
iii. He must have a good memory
iv. He must be aware of the importance of what he is narrating
v. He should report exactly what he learned from his teacher
· Source of Islamic Law:
Sunnah of the prophet is the 2nd source of Islamic law. It comes right next to Quran. Sunnah literally means the sayings, actions or silent approvals of the Prophet.  Sunnah of the Prophet is not only an elaboration of the meaning of Quran, but also addresses issues upon which Quran is silent. Therefore, Sunnah describes a verse of the Quran. Whereas, in the second position, if there is no mention of the commandments in Quran, Sunnah will stand on its own force as the sole basis for law. As the Muslim community grew, need was felt to supplement the Quran with Sunnah. Public law, criminal law, property and family law all were elaborated with the help of Sunnah. The Quran itself mentions the need to resort to Sunnah in particular methods by saying: “we have sent the admonition to you (O Muhammad), so that you should make plain and explain to the people the teachings of the book which has been sent for them”.
Mentioned below are a few examples to explain how the Sunnah is used as a source of Islamic law.
The quran says: “establish regular prayer”. However, it does not mention the exact method of praying. This void was filled by the Prophet who taught his companions how to pray and even said “pray as you see me praying”.
Zakat has been made compulsory in the Quran by saying: “be steadfast in prayers and give charity”. However, it is Sunnah which defines the exact limits of zakat. “no charity tax is due on property mounting to less than 5 uqiya, and no charity tax is due on fewer than 5 camels and no charity tax is due on less than 5 wasq.
